St Ninian’s Day Parade
Pipe Band Instructions

Outline

The St Ninian’s Day Parade will celebrate and welcome Pope Benedict XVI to Scotland. The event will be inclusive, showcasing schools and pipe bands in Scotland, while providing a platform for a number of charities to raise funds including Marie Curie Cancer Care and Mary’s Meals.
The parade will be organised into three sections with three blocks per section and a total of nine blocks in the parade.
A special area on the pavement will be set aside on the South side of Princes Street for parade participants to help line-part of the route. Pipe Bands will play ‘Highland Cathedral’ as the Pope Mobile travels past, with Edinburgh Castle in the background. The BBC will cover the parade live from at least three vantage points along the route.

Form-up Point

The former site of the Royal High School on Regent Road makes an ideal form-up position for the St Ninian’s Parade.  
· This site is enclosed (public free).
· Gates mark start point of parade.
· Close to bus drop-off point – Regent Road.
· Using the road that runs almost the length of the site, participants can be formed-up in parade formation to move immediately after green light from Police HQ.

Portable toilets will be provided at the form-up point. 
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Gates and start-line of the parade.

Parade Route:Regent Road, Waterloo Place, Princes Street.

Tunes and Formation
Depending on band size, groups above 30 playing members may be asked to march on their own and elect their own tune list as the march. Other bands will be assembled into masses bands into larger units.
Massed Pipe Band Tune List:

Green Hills, Battle’s O’er and Lochanside

Scotland the Brave, Rowan Tree and Killiecrankie

Farewell to the Creeks and Cock of the North
Alternative Pipe Band List:

Steamboat and Bugle Horn

Green Hills Battle’s O’er Lochanside

Scotland Brave and Rowan Tree

Please select list that best fits your existing repertoire.

If you do not know all the sets please let us know and we will accommodate.

For music and massed pipe band drum settings please visit:

http://www.pipefest.com/music/ 

All bands are expected to play the finale tune – ‘Highland Cathedral’.
Finale Positions along the Route
The finale will involve 1,000 pipers and drummers lining the route (Princes Street, West) and playing ‘Highland Cathedral’ as the Popemobile travels past. The pavement area on the south side of Princes Street between the Mound and Castle Street will be the finale position for parade participants to line the route. A conductor will be positioned at a high vantage point at Boots the Chemist to help signal to bands when to start and timing. One nominated band will play the first part and all others will join in the second part. All bands will continue to play until the Popemobile has travelled past.
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Princes Street Gardens West will be closed to the public for the duration of the event. After the finale bands will about-turn and re-group in Princes Street Gardens. Toilets and First Aid will be available at the Ross Theatre at Princes Street Gardens. Professional stewards will also be in this area.
Bus Passes and Expenses
Band Passes will be sent to each group. Buses will passengers at Regent Road. Buses will be directed by stewards to free parking at King’s Stables Road as shown on the map. 
Please note: pipe bands travelling from outside a ten mile radius of Edinburgh City Centre are eligible to a contribution towards the cost of a band bus hire. All bands eligible will be contacted by our team.
Parade Timing
9:30 
Participants arrive in buses at the Bus Drop-off Point on Regent Road and make their way immediately to the former site of the Royal High School (Form-up Point). Each group taking part will have a section number and will make their way to an area designated for their section. Portable Toilets, water and fruit energy bars will be available to participants.

10:00
All participants are expected to be at the Form-up Point by this time.

Access to buses to Regent Road will be closed.

10:30
Participants will start forming-up into formation. 

11:05
Motorcade is expected to pass by Regent Road

11:06
Parade starts on this signal from Police at JACC, Fettes, led by Queen Victoria School Pipes & Drums (QVS). The parade route moves West along Regent Road, Waterloo Place and Princes Street. 

12:10  
Last group form-up in finale position.

12:15
Prepare for Grande Finale.

12:30
The Holy Father leaves Holyrood House and travels along parade route

1:00
Pipe Bands, School Groups about-turn into Princes Street Gardens, to re-group. Coaches will be available at King’s Stables Road.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Contact:

Magnus Orr

Event Producer

Mobile: 0774 991 7731

Tel: 0131 229 5451

magnus@pipefest.com
